FCE Practice Test Twelve
Reading (1 hour 15 minutes)

Part 1. You are going to read a newspaper article about computers. Choose from the list A-I the sentence which best summarises for each part (1-8) of the article. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.
A  It is uncertain whether computers should take the credit for what they can do
B  The next computers may operate in a similar way to the human brain
C  Human beings are no longer necessary in some situations
D  It is unlikely that computers will ever completely replace human beings
E   Computers can perform better than a human brain
F   Computers have more accurate memories than human beings
G  Human beings and computers use different methods to decide what they should do
H  There are certain things a computer must be able to do before it can be called “intelligent”
I    The expectations of what computers can do have changed over the years

Unable to think about it
1.______. 
Machines which seem to think have become a regular feature of our lives. Tasks that 20 years ago would have been unthinkable are now simple for quite basic computers.
2.______.
The most complex computers can boast remarkable achievements. Automatic pilots fly jumbo jets, and at the most sophisticated airports such as Heathrow even the largest jets can now land in zero visibility, relying entirely on computers.
3.______. 
Chess is another field where the machine’s advances go far beyond mankind’s. The most advanced computers are now a match for all but the very best players and it won’t be long before they will be capable of beating the champions.
4.______. 
But is it enough for us to describe these machines as intelligent, or are their achievements in reality just a success for the scientists who have programmed them to perform a series of tasks rapidly and efficiently?
5.______. 
Different people use the term “artificial intelligence” to mean different things. But before it can be argued successfully that we are in the presence of an artificial intelligence, we have to prove that a machine can – as a minimum – “learn” from the environment, independently of its programmer.
6.______. 
One important difference between computers and the human brain is that computers rely on “serial processing”. The fact that a computer may be able to win a complex game like chess simply reflects its ability to look at numerous possible series of moves at rapid speed and to “learn” not to make losing moves. While this does show advanced programming, it does not show that the computer is learning independently of its programming and does not therefore show that it is intelligent. Quite apart from its ability to be influenced by the environment, the human brain differs from even the most advanced computer in that it operates with so-called “parallel processing”, doing several things at once.
7.______. 
Sir Clive Sinclair, one of the original computer experts, is convinced that parallel processing programs for computers will be with us soon, and that these will totally change society. With parallel processing, computers would be expected to “learn” better from their experiences and perhaps, be able to pass on the fruits of such learning to other computers, each in turn becoming more advanced. Thus could be born a generation of computers able to offer at least a more realistic attempt at intelligence.
8.______. 
Robots are already able to do all sorts of repetitive tasks currently performed by human beings. But the effective control remains with the human brain. No computer has yet been invented which can cope with the details of human language. And the idea of an artificial intelligence with a sense of humour and a conscience still seems a faraway dream. If, however, one was to believe in the faith of scientists working in the field of artificial intelligence, one would have to suspect that dreams just could become reality.
Part 2. You are going to read an article about a famous cook called Delia Smith. Choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.
Take one cook …
Watching her fingers as they arrange some greenery on a plateful of pasta in a London photographic studio, it is difficult to imagine that there was ever a different Delia Smith to the confident, no-nonsense broadcaster who taught Britain how to feel good in the kitchen.
Behind the brown-framed glasses, eyes twinkle with amusement. “In the early days I wrote the script and learnt it parrot-fashion – when filming started, my hands were shaking so much that close-ups were out of the question.” “Those early days” were the first ten-minute afternoon programmes with which the young author of a daily food column in the London Evening Standard made her first TV appearance exactly 21 years ago this Monday.
Judged not by her personality or entertainment value, but by the test of the millions of amateurs who copy everything she does and take in every word, she was to become queen of TV cooks. An overstatement? Who else could cause an invasion of the country’s chemists, leaving their shelves empty of liquid glucose, simply by suggesting it as the secret ingredient of the perfect chocolate cake? Or single-handedly create a national shortage of cherry brandy by pouring a drop or two into a Creole pudding? We’ve followed her tastes slavishly, from her preference for freshly-milled black pepper in 1973 to her love for limes in her last book, and Britain’s supermarkets have responded magnificiently.

Such power is impressive. It all began, in the finest traditions of stars-in-the-making, with an eleventh-hour change of mind. Looking for a new cookery presenter back in 1973, the BBC chose an American, Julia Child, but decided she was a touch too transatlantic. Would Delia Smith be interested in taking her place? She popped in, did a ten-minute test programme and waited for the result. Opinions varied, but BBc1 controller Paul Fox liked it and signed her up for the programme Family Fare. The budget was so low there was no allowance for film editing. If anything went wrong, the whole dish had to be started again from the beginning.
The TV success continued with a three-part cookery course, One is Fun!, then a Christmas series and a series called Summer Collection. And as Delia Smith’s public acceptance has grown into something not far short of worship, so the suspicious of fellow professionals are less disguised. Who is this popular cook with the boldness to make cooking look easy?
At 54 and with nine television series and an astonishing eight million book sales behind her, she makes no excuses. Cooking, she insists, is meant to be easy. Whenever friends have expressed nervousness about inviting her and her journalist husband to dinner, she always says: “If I can do it, then you certainly can!”

She has come a long way from the difficulties of her first TV show. She no longer learns the script by heart and now films in a specially-built conservatory in her Suffolk home. So has it all become really easy? “The light outside keeps changing, planes fly overhead at all the wrong moments and the making of each programme is still very complicated,” she says. “But I know one thing. I’d far rather cook for television than give a live demonstration. Having a couple of hundred eyes looking at you would be my idea of absolute hell. Whereas doing it for one bored and sympathetic cameraman with his nose in a magazine …”
1. Delia Smith has become so successful because
A her programmes are entertaining.
B people can actually use her recipes.
C she has an attractive personality.
D she uses unusual ingredients.
2. What does it in line 1 of paragraph 3 refer to?
A her interest in international cookery
B her gift for communication
C the change of mind
D her TV career
3. How did her broadcasting career begin?
A She appeared on TV in America.
B A TV programme employed her as a late choice.
C She helped a famous presenter on TV.
D Her test programme was liked by everyone.
4. What do her fellow professionals think of her?
A They are ashamed of her.
B They think her recipes are too simple.
C They think she isn’t a very professional cook.
D They don’t trust her approach.
5. What is her attitude towards cooking?
A Results depend on the cook’s experience.
B Other people’s cooking is more enjoyable than your own.
C Anyone can cook with the right recipe.
D You should keep trying if you fail.
6. What does she say about recording programmes today?
A She prefers recording a programme to cooking in front of an audience.
B She would prefer to find a television crew who were interested.
C She misses the facilities which she used at the BBC.
D She is not as interested in TV presentations as she was.
7. How has Delia Smith changed?
A  She is more relaxed.
B  She is more amusing.
C  She no longer uses a script.
D  She is a better cook.
Part 3. You are going to read the introduction to a guidebook about the Yosemite National Park in the USA.  Eight sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-I the one which fits each gap. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

Yosemite National Park
What exactly is Yosemite? Is it Bridalveil Fall thundering and pouring in early June? Is it a long summer’s day at Tuolumne Meadows? Is it the ice-carved, rocky world of the high Sierra seen from Glacier Point? 1._______. It is an energetic walk over the Four Mile Trail. It is the smell of pine trees at Hogdon Meadow camp-ground. It might also be a walk among some of the largest tres in the world. Our list could go on and on.

2._______. Roaring waterfalls, falling hundreds of feet, fascinate even the most bored traveller. Shining walls of towering rockface challenge the skills of hundreds of mountain climbers and capture the eyes and minds of thousands of visitors. Yosemite’s rushing mountain streams, alpine landscape, forests and all the rest of its natural features combine to make this national park unique in the opinion of nearly every observer.
3._______. These earlier inhabitants of the region left traces of a lifestyle which depended upon the use of local plants and animals. Remains of that culture, on display in museums and books, sometimes senn in the surfaces of rock, recalled mainly in names upon the land, show us people’s lives which were directly connected to this region.
4._______. From the earliest Spanish explorers who gave name to the general region, to the fur trappers, miners and others who came seeking paths through the Sierra Nevada or hoping for personal gain, Yosemite displays an exciting past which helpd us understand the present. It is a story filled with characters who were impressed enough to stay, advertise, exploit and preserve.
5._______. Its geologic features are the product of time’s hidden forces, carved out by glaciers and streams. Its birds and bears delight suburban America. Its buzzing mosquitoes remind us that we are not in a shopping mall. Its flower-filled meadows and tall forests remind us of the sheep and loggers who once looked out upon this scene.
6._______. While preserved for all to enjoy, perhaps not everyone can enjoy it at once. Occasionally crowded conditions disturb many first-time visitors. Yosemite Valley does not seem like the quiet place generally shown in photographs. An ever-increasing, demanding public raises the question – can any national park be all things to all people?
7._______. Bicycling in Yosemite alley, walking the John Muir Trail, skiing at Budger Pass or sitting quietly beside the Merced River are all possibilities. One can walk with freedom in the park, allowing closer examination of the natural surroundings. Alternatively, visitors to Yosemite can take shuttle buses and disembark for short adventures beyond the roadway or can go into informational museums.
Yosemite is a spectacular Sierra Nevada park. Yosemite is history, geology, Indians, scenery beyond compare and conservation. Yosemite is part of America that we always want to experience and never want to lose. It has become a part of our imagination. We search in Yosemite for what we have not been able to find elsewhere.
8._______. And that may explain why Yosemite is so popular.
A
Yosemite recalls a history, rich with colourful personalities and filled with dramatic events.
B
Because of that, Yosemite is more than a park, it is an ideal.
C
Yosemite contains natural features which cannot fail to attract human attention.
D 
Yosemite is also an example of wild America, in contrast to the America outside its boundaries.
E
For today’s visitors, Yosemite offers a source of pleasure and a choice of activity.
F
Yosemite is well-known not just to Americans, but to people all over the world.
G 
Yosemite might also be an example of a national parl that is too successful, that has become too popular.
H
Yosemite also shows us how the original native American people lived.
I
Obviously, Yosemite is all of these things and much, much more.
Use of English (1 hour 15 minutes)

Part 1. Read the passage and choose the correct word for each gap from the options given in brackets.
Dreams
Everyone can dream. Indeed, everyone (does/do/have/had) dream. Those who (demand/promise/agree/claim) that they never dream at all actually dream (also/just/only/quite) as frequently as the rest of us, (though/besides/however /despite) they may not remember anything about it. Even those of us who are perfectly (familiar/accustomed/aware/used) of dreaming night (after/on/through/over) night very seldom remember those dreams in (great/high/strong/deep) detail but merely retain an untidy mixture of seemingly unrelated impressions. Dreams are not simply visual – we dream with all our (feelings/emotions/impressions/senses), so we appear to experience sound, touch, smell and taste.
One of the world’s oldest (considered/known/regarded/estimated) written documents is the Egyptian Book of Dreams. This volume is about five thousand years old, so you can (see/feel/ensure/think) that dreams were believed to have a special significance even then. Many ancient civilizations believed that you (would/ought/should/need) never wake a sleeping person as, during sleep, the soul had left the body and might not be able to return (by/in/with/for) time if the sleeper were suddenly (awoke/awoken/awake/awaken).
From ancient times to the present (minute/hour/moment/day), people have been (doing/putting/making/taking) attempts to interpret dreams and to explain their significance. There are many books available on the subject of dream interpretation, although unfortunately there are almost as many meanings for a particular dream (as/like/so/such) there are books.
Part 2.  Read the text below and look carefully at each line, some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be there. 
Is letter-writing a lost art?
1. Do you write letters any more? In this age of advances telephone


_______

2. networks and electronic mail, it seems that fewer and even fewer people are

_______

3. taking the time to sit down and write letters to friends and relatives. For


_______

4. hundreds of past years, letters were the only way to keep in touch with


_______

5. people who were at any distance away, and letter-writing was seen as an


_______

6. important skill  for all those educated people to master. Gradually, however,

_______

7. the importance of letter-writing has decreased up to a point where the majority

_______

8. of us must have to make a special effort to turn out something worthwhile when 
_______

9. we apply for a job or make a complaint. Personal letters, just when we


_______

10. bother to write them at all, are often not much more than a stream of


_______

11. unconnected thoughts. In business circles, the same tendency is for routine

_______
12. communications to become shorter and, although clients they may


_______
13. appreciate a detailed letter, an employee who sends out long letters is often

_______
14. regarded as an inefficient. Many people prefer the telephone in all


_______
15. circumstances and, naturally, its own speed is vital in many situations but

_______
16. how very often have you put the phone down, dissatisfied with what you

_______
17. have managed to say? I don’t think I’ll throw my pen away from yet.


_______
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